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What a team!
NEW EXHIBITION
We currently have a new
exhibition being
prepared which will
commemorate the 75th
anniversary of the
Almshouse Association.
The exhibition should be
in place by early
October.
Thanks to the hard work of our gardening team, the museum
garden has been awarded FIRST PRIZE by Redbourn in
Bloom in its Community Buildings category

There will be a focus on
our Redbourn
almshouses at
Woollams.
Please come along and
take a look, it will be very
interesting.

Email: redbournmuseum@gmail.com

Website: www.redbournmuseum.org

Museum Registration No: 2106 Company Registration No: 03652790 Charity No: 1072828

Mrs Marjorie Hulance
Sadly, I have to report that our former museum treasurer, Marjorie Hulance has passed away.
Marjorie moved to Redbourn in 1971 and taught at the Infants School and attended Redbourn
Methodist Church with her family. Marjorie had lived in Coopers Meadow, but spent the last
ten years in Luton.

Rotary Club Visit
On Thursday 19th August the museum was opened for a private visit by a group from a
St. Albans Rotary Club. It was a nice sunny day so the group had an introductory talk in the
garden followed the 11 visitors being split into two groups. One group went upstairs and saw
the Women's Institute exhibition and were then fascinated by Mr. Heather’s films from the
40’s and 50’s. The other group were given a guided tour of the downstairs galleries, before
the two groups changed places. It was interesting to note that one group chose to all wear
masks whilst inside the building, and the other group decided not to wear masks. It was a
very successful visit and the club will be making a donation to the museum’s funds.
If you, or someone you know, is a member of a club or association and would like to arrange
a private visit, please get in touch and we will be happy to arrange it for you:
Email: redbournmuseum@gmail.com

New Children’s Quizzes
Trustee, Linda Owen, has devised two new children’s quizzes. One explores the inside of the
museum and one explores the garden. They look like good fun to me!
On returning to the admissions desk, the children are given a copy of the answer sheet along
with a highly desirable small reward in the form of a wristband. We think children are bound to
like wristbands?
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Museum Re-Opening
The museum cautiously re-opened its doors on June 26th with “Saturday only” opening as a
start towards eventual normality. We had many procedures in place to make us as COVID
safe as we could. Numbers inside the museum were limited, the upstairs gallery was closed
to avoid use of the handrails on the stairs, hand sanitiser was available and masks were worn
by volunteers and visitors. We were lucky with fine weather so visitors who were unable to
enter the museum due to restricted numbers were happy to explore the garden with its new
attractions. After many weeks we re-opened the upstairs gallery with the recommendation
that our volunteers wiped down the stair handrails with sanitiser on a regular basis.
From Saturday September 4th we are resuming our Saturday and Sunday opening.
Saturday 4th September
Redbourn Classics Motor Show and Affordable Art Fair

Supercars in the museum garden

Redbourn Art Show

Following the success of a similar venture in 2019,
the supercars are returning to the museum garden

Affordable artworks by Linda Owen
and Ines Freitas

Free entry to the grounds and museum

Please come and ‘have a browse’

Sunday 5th September - Affordable Art Fair - Day Two
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From Our Cornwall Correspondent

I have written before of how my family came to Redbourn via Luton. We were allocated 3 of
the 7 cottages at the bottom of Fish Street, next to the corner shop. I’d guess they were relics
of Victorian Britain, a tiny kitchen, a parlour, stairs between going up to 2 tiny bedrooms.
Cooking was by gas as was lighting supplemented by candles plus a coal range for heat/
cooking and an outside Privy.
We had no water and had to go to a handpump halfway up Fish Street with 2 buckets each
morning with a yoke over my shoulder. Later a standpipe made it a little easier.
I used to take a wheelbarrow up to the gas works where they filled it with coke for about 10
bob (50p). I was about 6 years old.
I can expand a little on the V1 and V2. Us youngsters were told it was the Luftwaffe planes’
jettison – what was left of their payloads en route back to Germany after bombing Coventry,
but I’ll accept Roger May’s account. (Ref: Newsletter Issue 133—Summer 2021)

I do remember the air raid warnings and scampering to hide under the stairs until the “Allclear”. My father was an engineer in the RAF at Biggin Hill. His brother was a pilot. My uncle
George Ingram, later to be the village plumber, went to London each night as a warden. He
built 3 houses in Lords Meadow.
Now for my real reason for writing this note. The support of the ladies in Redbourn was
extraordinary.
My mother, aunt and cousin all worked at Brocks Fireworks along with many other village
ladies, manufacturing shells etc. It was one of the most dangerous activities of the war. The
sheds used exploded outwards if a spark ignited the gunpowder. Many of these ladies were
killed or seriously injured. These lovely ladies were just ordinary housewives.
Still on the subject of local ladies’ war effort, just 15 miles up the A5 at Bletchley Park, brilliant
ladies were working de-coding the German messages. This allowed our troops to obtain
information regarding the V2 and the atom bomb that the Nazis were well advanced on
producing. Had the enemy been allowed to manufacture these weapons, a different outcome
was certain. I worked in Germany for General Motors and the present German people are
lovely. I make no apology for reminding my family in their splendid houses and general lifestyle how much we owed to all those ladies on the Home Front.

Dr Alan Waller

4

The Bull P.H. Past & Present
The opening day at The Bull Hotel, Redbourn
for McMullens Brewery,1897.
Landlord Mr. Davenport standing at the door.
After many months (or has it been
years?) and numerous detailed planning
applications, work eventually started in
earnest a few months ago to transform
one of Redbourn’s most famous Public
Houses into a larger, modern Co-Op
supermarket.
Though many villagers were sad to see
this old coaching inn close after more
than 400 years, it is a relief to see that
the familiar frontage has been left as we
fondly remember it.
Moving forward, we now eagerly await
the opening of the new store bringing
vitality to Redbourn High Street.
The first reference found for the building was in the manorial survey of 1586. It has been
described as 16th C, timber framed behind a pebble-dashed front, with 18th C additions but
the outstanding feature now is its chimneys. The fine wrought iron sign bracket (shown in
the photograph of The Bull in 1897) was taken down in 1902 for safety.

One notorious innkeeper at the Bull was Nathaniel Bent, who in 1797 was in trouble for
putting carts in the highway and was also fined for “keeping dogs accustomed to bite, which
affrighted Mrs Anne Halsey”. He died in 1749 from diabetes due to “tippling punch and sixpenny stale strong beer”. By then, Redbourn was a recognised halt for the mail coaches
travelling to and from London and The Bull was said to have stabling for 80 horses in 1744.
By 1801, the Stephens family moved to Redbourn and Joseph became the innkeeper. He
died in 1815 and his widow Catherine took over. Their son, Henry Stephens, trained in
medicine and shared lodgings in London with the poet John Keats. Henry later became a
very well known doctor and surgeon and later invented Stephens Ink. When The Bull was
sold in 1826, it had 13 bedrooms, large dining room, counting house, bar, good cellaring
and a brew house. There were also lock up coach houses with servants room over and
stabling for 100 horses.
Pauline Ridgwell
Ref. Ron Such, The Inns and Public Houses of Redbourn.
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Your Museum - How It All Began
This article is from a publication entitled “Redbourn Village Souvenir Brochure on the
occasion of The Silver Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth the Second”.
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New Nickey Line Photos
Thanks go to Roger May
for these new photos of the
Nickey Line.

Redbourn Station

Beaumont’s Halt

Where’s this?

Hemel Hempstead or
Harpenden perhaps.
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We gratefully acknowledge the
generous support received from the following:

Contact Us
Redbourn Village Museum
Silk Mill House
The Common
Redbourn
Herts. AL3 7NB

Redbourn Parish Council
Ashtons Estate Agents
Austin Trueman Associates

Patron: Sir Simon Bowes Lyon

Aylett Nurseries

Museum open February to November
Saturday & Sunday 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Changing Views

Last admission 4:30pm
Tel: 01582 793397

Ergowealth

Email: redbournmuseum@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at:

Halsey (Builders) Ltd

www.redbournmuseum.org

Hertfordshire County Show

Museum Trustees:

John Ridgwell:
Chairman
Roy Woods:
Deputy Chairman
Pauline Allcroft:
Secretary
Maria Maynard:
Curator
Diane Whiskin:
Assistant Curator
Sandra Langstone: Treasurer
Colin O’Donovan: Parish Council Liaison
Alan Lindfield:
Exhibits Display Advisor
James Millers:
Local & Family Historian
Susan Aldridge:
Procurement Officer
David Forbes:
Legal Advisor
Linda Owen:
Design & Marketing
Pauline Ridgwell: Minutes Secretary
Events Committee Chair

J.G. Bryson (Printer)
Phillips Funeral Services
R.S. Harding Ltd
Redbournbury Mill
Redbourn Electrical Contractors

John Ridgwell:

Membership Secretary
Newsletter Editor
Email: John-R@ntlworld.com
Tel: (01582) 626055

The Cricketers Public House
The Holly Bush Public House
The Miller Group of Companies
Tring Brewery
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