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Almost Spring - Butterflies Anyone?
Subscriptions
These are due on
April 1st and will
remain the same
as previously:
Adults £12
Seniors £10
Families £25
Business £25
We recently received a donation of Brooke Bond tea cards
and our talented trustee Linda Owen came up with this really
marvellous display, especially for visiting children.
Linda also came up with
this display of tea cards
which she has mounted
beautifully.

The theme of the cards is ‘transport’ but there are two rogue
cards in the collection, once again for children (and adults) to
try to find. There’s really nowhere in the museum to display
these - I feel a Brooke Bond exhibition coming on...
Email: redbournmuseum@gmail.com

I will send out
separate emails to
those who are due
to pay nearer the
time.
Thank you for
continuing to
support your
museum.

Website: www.redbournmuseum.org

Museum Registration No: 2106 Company Registration No: 03652790 Charity No: 1072828

Museum Personnel News

It is with great sadness that I have to inform you that our curator,
Maria Maynard passed away in hospital on 10th February after a
long period of ill health.
Maria took on the role of curator at the museum after the
retirement of Alan Featherstone and was ably assisted by Diane
Whiskin. She was also a parish councillor and active in many
aspects of village life.
Diane Whiskin writes:
I first met Maria whilst campaigning to save the Green Belt in Redbourn and she offered to
help. Then, when she became Curator to the Museum she asked if I would assist her which I
was pleased to do. Maria has been curator for 11 years and together we set about sorting
and storing the Museum’s artefacts into categories so that we could retrieve them easily when
mounting an exhibition. Maria took great care to carry on the work of previous curators in
making sure the artefacts were well displayed and protected from the problems that sometimes beset older buildings ie insect infestation and damp. She was instrumental in carrying
out Geoff Webb’s wishes to preserve and protect the portico which now stands proudly in the
Museum gardens. It was her idea to purchase the Queen Elizabeth roses which are planted
either side of the portico. In addition to acting as curator she served as a Parish Councillor
for many years and sat on the Committee of various village organisations. She will be sadly
missed.

Alan Lindfield
Alan has retired as a trustee at the museum after a great many
years of service. He was a founder member of the museum and
was our displays advisor. He is a keen film maker and often helped
out by volunteering to provide material for the museum carrying out
tasks such as transferring video film to DVD.
Alan was the organiser of the voluntary stewards rota and he and
his wife Edna often used to fill in any gaps in the rota by taking on
the duties themselves. Over and above the call of duty!
His dry sense of humour will be missed by us all.
He can be seen here proudly displaying a lamp which was a new
museum exhibit.
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From Our Cornwall Correspondent
At the end of November 2021, I was asked to say a few words at my old school reunion at
Ashwell House, St. Albans. To make the 500-mile round trip worthwhile, my wife Jackie and I
stayed a couple of nights at the Aubrey Park.
We of course went to my parents’ and sister’s last resting place in St. Mary’s churchyard –
very tidy, I thought. The church doors were open, so we had a look inside to remind me of my
days as a chorister, over 70 years ago (Good gracious, where have all these years gone?).
By chance, a prayer circle was about to take place and the participants made us very
welcome and were so friendly. It sent my mind thinking that like any village, Redbourn has
changed but the residents are still friendly and welcoming as they always have been
(speaking as a former evacuee from London).
Driving around the Common, it took me back to when, as a chorister, we sang three services
on a Sunday: 9.30 am; 11 am; and 6.30 pm. In the summer, we watched cricket in the
afternoon (Jim Elsden, Fred Woodstock, Aubrey Reed ….). When the bells stopped pealing,
we had to run like mad to get into our cassocks for evensong!
Not so many pubs or churches nowadays but the High Street, though much changed,
provides everything that villagers might need. A nice coffee and cake at The Hub, which I
reminded the friendly local owner used to be a sweet shop with rows of bottles with
gobstoppers and Tizer/Corona to drink. Unfortunately, no Bill Sibley, our blacksmith, where us
youngsters used to watch fascinated whilst keeping warm on cold winter mornings. And no
Webb’s Dairy on the Common where Geoff used to let me walk his Red Setters – and the clip
clop of his early morning deliveries I can still recall.
Nevertheless, all in all, still a friendly village. I’m sure you lucky locals appreciate it.

Please don’t change things too much.
Alan Waller

As Alan’s article mentions the church this might be a good place to say that, due to our new
collection box for used inkjet cartridges which is at St. Mary’s in the transept corridor (by kind
permission of Rev. Will Gibbs), we soon filled a box to send for recycling and raised a further
£38.85 for the museum’s funds. With our lack of fundraising activities over the last two years,
this is very welcome. Cartridges can also be left in the museum or in the post box on the gate.
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Storm Eunice vs. Redbourn Village Museum
I think we lost!

The first thing we saw was that the front fence had
blown in. Our expert handyman Trustee James Millers
was immediately on the case salvaging as much of the
wood as possible from the old fence. He’s now hard at
work rebuilding the fence to half height recycling as
much of the wood as he can.
A large section of render has come off of the back wall
and more has come down since this photo was taken.
The parish council were informed and they efficiently
had builders on site the next day to assess the extent
of the problem.
Finally, I think, (I hope) new ceiling cracks have now
appeared in the upstairs gallery. We know they are as
a result of the storm as there was plasterboard dust on
the display table directly under the cracks.
The builders have said that the cracks are superficial.
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Past Events
‘A City Steeped In History’ - Saturday 4th December
Lexi Barbakoff, who is a St. Albans guide gave us a fascinating illustrated talk in St. Mary’s
transept taking us through 2000 years of St. Albans history. We had a very appreciative
audience who thought Lexi was an excellent speaker.
We have actually booked her husband, Mike Barbakoff to give a talk following our A.G.M. on
Monday March 21st. Mike is a steward and guide at Bletchley Park and the talk is entitled
‘Bletchley Park’s World War II History’. Details of the A.G.M. follow later in the newsletter.

Saturday Morning Pictures - Saturday 12th February

On February 12th we recreated what we
thought was ‘Saturday Morning Pictures’ at the
village hall showing vintage films of Redbourn
from the late 40’s and early 50’s in order to
celebrate the opening of the hall on February
14th 1922. We found out later that we were
mistaken and the original film shows were on a
Friday night! Nevertheless, we had a bumper
audience of 88 people and had some very
positive feedback.
If you missed the performance, we will be showing different films on Friday June 3rd to
celebrate the Queen’s jubilee. Some of the films will feature Coronation Day.
Further details to follow when finalised.

Village Hall Exhibition
We currently have an exhibition at the museum in
the upstairs Skillman Gallery with lots of great
memorabilia featuring the life of the village hall
from its opening up to the present day.
Please come and visit and take a look.
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Other News
Pauline Allcroft
Our trustee and museum secretary Pauline, was taken seriously ill on Boxing Day and ended
up spending a considerable amount of time in the intensive care unit at Luton and Dunstable
Hospital. She is slowly recovering and I’m sure you join me in wishing her well.
Our thoughts are with Pauline and also her partner Graham.

Winter Works

During our annual shutdown our carpenter, Terry Mathews, has
installed a new handrail at the turn in stairs after our stewards
noticed that visitors were having trouble negotiating the corner,
We hope this will make things safer for our visitors and may make
the upstairs gallery more accessible to those who were unsure
about climbing - and descending - the staircase.

The oil painting of the
museum painted by
Peter Brown now
hangs in the entrance
hall.

It was commissioned to celebrate the museum’s 20th birthday which we were unable to mark
in any other way due to lockdown and the fact that we were closed. Greetings cards featuring
the painting are on sale at the admissions desk.
6

A.G.M.
Please let us know iff you are attending so we can monitor numbers

or telephone John & Pauline: (01582) 626055
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Redbourn Porsche Owners Club

Our new friends at the Porsche Owners Club hold their
meetings at The Cricketers PH next door to the museum.
They recently approached us and asked if they might park
some cars in the museum grounds whilst attending the
meetings. I agreed to this and was amazed to receive
extremely generous donations on the two occasions they
have parked there so far. Thank you so much.

Recent Comments From Our Visitors Book
“Most interesting” “Very interesting and informative” “Really interesting
museum” “Excellent” “Very good talk and information” “So much to
see, a very interesting visit” “Great” “Fabulous museum, fascinating”
“Lovely” “Great to finally be able to visit having moved here just before
lockdown”

Weekday Opening?
We are hoping to open the museum on the second Thursday of the month from April to
September, possibly between 11 am and 3 pm. These sessions will involve some of the
gardening team who will keep themselves busy outside during quiet periods.
Dates for your diary if you would like to visit or help by stewarding on a weekday are:
April 14th, May 12th, June 14th.
We will keep this under review and see if it is both manageable and worthwhile.
From experience, if ever we visit the museum during the week (which is quite often!) and we
forget to close the gate, invariably someone will see that the gate is open, assume that the
museum is open, and come strolling in. We’ll have to see...
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Future Events
March 21st - Annual General Meeting (see page 7)
April (Date to be confirmed) - Visit to St. Pauls Waldenbury
May 28th - Redbourn in Steam with visiting road rollers and traction engines and a display by
St. Albans Model Engineering Society (See below)
June 25th/26th - Redbourn Open Gardens
August (1st, 2nd or 3rd to be confirmed) - Coach outing to Coventry
September 3rd - Redbourn Classics. This year we are having steam engines in the grounds
October 11th - Talk and Tea at Gorhambury. Further details in the next newsletter
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We gratefully acknowledge the
generous support received from the following:
Redbourn Parish Council

Redbourn Village Museum
Silk Mill House
The Common
Redbourn, Herts. AL3 7NB

Ashtons Estate Agents

Museum Location:
oasis.royal.shared

Austin Trueman Associates
Patron: Sir Simon Bowes Lyon

Aylett Nurseries

Museum open February to November
Saturday & Sunday 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Changing Views

Last admission 4:30pm

Ergowealth

Tel: 01582 793397
Email: redbournmuseum@gmail.com

Halsey (Builders) Ltd

Visit us on the web at:
www.redbournmuseum.org

Hertfordshire County Show

Museum Trustees:
John Ridgwell:
Chairman
Roy Woods:
Deputy Chairman
Pauline Allcroft:
Secretary
VACANCY :
Curator
Diane Whiskin:
Assistant Curator
Sandra Langstone: Treasurer
Colin O’Donovan: Parish Council Liaison A
James Millers:
Local & Family Historian
Susan Aldridge:
Procurement Officer
David Forbes:
Legal Advisor
Linda Owen:
Design & Marketing
Pauline Ridgwell: Minutes Secretary
Events Committee Chair
John Ridgwell:
Membership Secretary
Newsletter Editor
Email: John-R@ntlworld.com
Tel: (01582) 626055

J.G. Bryson (Printer)
MiMagazine
Phillips Funeral Services
R.S. Harding Ltd
Redbournbury Mill
Redbourn Electrical Contractors
Redbourn Porsche Owners Club
The Cricketers Public House
The Holly Bush Public House
The Miller Group of Companies
Tring Brewery
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