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Redbourners Love Redbourn’s History
Did Anyone Notice?
I bet someone did.
My apologies for
mis-numbering the
last newsletter.

For the second time this year we had a large audience in the
village hall for another evening of Mr. Heather’s films of the
village from 70 years ago.

On Saturday 12th February we showed a selection of winter/
spring films to an audience of 88 people, many of whom seem
to have also come to the next show.
On Friday 3rd June we showed a selection of more summery
films to an audience of 69 people. These films included
scenes on Coronation Day where games were held on the
common - actually on a very cold and wet day!
We hope to have another show later in the year which will
include the history of Brooke Bond in Redbourn with film of the
last working days in the factory. Many Redbourn faces to spot!
Email: redbournmuseum@gmail.com

The Spring issue
was, of course,
issue 136 and not
135 as it was
wrongly numbered.
I only noticed when
I came to file it
away in the
archives after it had
been distributed.
Note to Editor:
“Could do better!”

Website: www.redbournmuseum.org

Museum Registration No: 2106 Company Registration No: 03652790 Charity No: 1072828

Another Tragic Loss
After reporting the death of our Curator, Maria Maynard in the last
edition of the newsletter, it’s now my sad task to report the death
of our Secretary, Pauline Allcroft.
Her bright and cheerful personality was always reflected in the
clothes she wore and you would very rarely see her without a
smile.
Given a task, she would always complete it willingly and always
extremely efficiently. The duties I have taken on since Pauline
passed away make me realise just how much she did for the
museum, and how difficult it will be to ’replace’ her.
Pauline Allcroft
12th May 1948 - 27th March 2022

Pauline’s funeral was held on 19th April 2022

Harpenden Historical Society Film Show - Tuesday 24th May

Photo taken before the talk began.

The full audience was around 60.
The venue was Function Room 1 in
the new Eric Morecambe Centre
which was excellent although not all
the staff are terribly impressed.

The talk was entitled, “Redbourn through the lens of Mr John Heather, seventy years ago”.

We showed around an hour of our treasured films taken by John Heather and had a very
appreciative audience despite its obvious Redbourn bias.
A very generous donation to our museum’s funds was gratefully received.
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They All Played at Lords
In September 2020, even those of us not particularly interested in cricket, were delighted and
excited when a Redbourn Cricket Club eleven made it to the final of the National Village Cup
at Lords. They lost very narrowly to Colwall on the final ball of the match, despite the
Redbourn captain, Edward Hales, scoring 119 off 83 balls. Sadly, due to Covid lockdown
restrictions, the match was played without spectators and we in Redbourn could only follow
play on You Tube.
The extract below is taken from the preface of Geoff Webb’s book (see title above):
Up to the age of sixteen, I had played cricket for Redbourn, and under a blazing June sun,
had spent many enjoyable hours hitting and chasing balls over the close-cropped grass of our
little ground, on the village common. I had been going to school at St. Albans and was a
member of the school first eleven in my last three years. My efforts had not gone unnoticed
because an offer to join the St. Albans club came my way: an opportunity I jumped at.
Coupled with a great deal of help and encouragement from playing colleagues and old
mentors of the club, with that of having a large proportion of the rub of the green, I was
eventually chosen to play for Hertfordshire. These were very exciting times for me, but I think
that the cricket that brought me the most enjoyment was when the Club Cricket Conference,
after a trial game at Guildford, asked me to play for them over the next few years. I have
written the foregoing details of my early cricketing life at the risk of sounding very immodest,
but it is necessary when I tell you, the reader, the contents of a letter delivered to me on a
certain April morning in 1955. The opening paragraph read: “It is with pleasure that I have to
advise you of your selection to play for the Club Cricket Conference against the M.C.C. at
Lords, on Wednesday and Thursday, the 18th and 19th May 1955.” It didn’t seem possible that
I, a lad who had been playing on the common a few years before, had been asked to play at
Lords, of all places. I suppose this is the dream of all club cricketers and mine had come true.
Lords had always been my favourite ground to watch Test Matches, and many times I had sat
marvelling at Wally Hammond’s stylish follow through, as the ball crashed into the fence
behind extra cover. It was enthralling to watch the audacity of Dennis Compton as he stroked
balls off his wicket to fine leg, with utter disdain. Sitting there watching these great players, I
was just as capable as the next person of fantasizing that I would play on that wicket - one
day. For countless years my family had operated the local dairy, providing the villagers with
their daily pintas, so when playing for Hertfordshire or St. Albans, it meant getting up that bit
earlier in order to finish my milk rounds in time to get to ‘away’ matches. Dad, Ray my brother,
and the other roundsmen kindly agreed to do my rounds for me, thus giving me two complete
days off to concentrate on the game. Another reason was in the event of a mishap. Can you
imagine telephoning Lords on the morning of the second day to say, “Sorry, but I will have to
cry off today as I have cut my hand on a broken milk bottle, while delivering early this
morning.” In hindsight, I was fortunate this didn’t happen during any of my county games.
I arranged to travel up to Lords on the Green Line coach……
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To be continued, next issue

Unfortunate Happenings
I always try to keep the newsletter ‘upbeat’ and light hearted but this time I have to report
some vandalism at the museum - the first in 22 years.

A broken window facing the common which occurred while children were ‘playing’ on the
grass outside the museum presumably unsupervised by their parents.

The seat of one of the picnic tables was ‘attacked’.

At first we thought it might have been wildlife which had caused the
damage but then found pieces of the wood from the bench jammed
in one of the airbricks in the wall of the museum.

Even the newly constructed ‘bug hotel’ didn’t
escape the vandals.
Part of the roof was broken away and the
pieces of wood were left strewn across the
driveway.
I guess we’ve been lucky until now.
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Not All Children Are Destructive

A really nice ‘art installation’ we found on one of the
tree stumps lining the driveway to the museum.

This quarter’s income from the recycled inkjet cartridges was £67.90 so please continue to let
us have your old cartridges rather than throwing them in the bin. They can be left in the post
box on the museum gatepost or handed in to the stewards when the museum is open.
There’s also a collection box in the transept corridor at St. Mary’s church. Thank you.

Bit Of A Puzzle?
Whilst waiting for the start of the annual ‘Beating The Bounds’ walk, the assembled throng
were at the Harpenden Lane roundabout. A state-of-the-art G.P.S. tracker gave its position as
No.338 Redbourn Lane!
Does anyone remember a house(s) near the old Nickey Line bridge over Redbourn Lane?
I’ve certainly never seen any photos to suggest there was ever a house there.
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From Our Cornwall Correspondent “Days Gone By”
I’ve mentioned previously of the village characters. I recall “evaluating” pubs and churches in
the 40’s – 50’s – I think pubs won, just. But things are much different today. Pubs (pre-TV)
were the centre of the community – each having teams for darts, dominoes and cribbage.
Locals had an allegiance to a certain pub and there was much competition for the best
players. The Bull had music on a Saturday night when the ladies were allowed out to
fraternise. Publicans themselves were village characters in their own right. Most of us
youngsters would start to use pubs at about fourteen. I liked The George. Two bars and a
snug. In the summer, the lawn at the rear was ideal for an old sport – Quoits – where shire
horseshoes were used. The landlord was Bill Paul. I was a friend of son Geoff and had tea
with them some Sunday afternoons – a really high tea. The family moved to Redbourn from
St. Albans. I once went to their family house in St. Albans, a fine building and I knew there
was serious family money. Bill was a frail quietly spoken man, not at all like a publican. Geoff
came to them late in life. Many years later, I played football for Enfield against St. Albans.
Chairman Dick East, an old boy of my school, tried to sign me. Dick took me up to the
clubhouse for a bite, but they couldn’t afford me. On the walls were photos of teams gone by
– 20s and 30s. My eyes were fixed on one particular photo. The club secretary saw my
interest, for there was Bill Paul and his brother (Charles I think). The Paul brothers were
outstanding in the London/Herts area playing in representative sides and international trials.
So that quiet inoffensive gentleman was a top footballer. He never, ever talked about footie!
Alan Waller

Historical notes from The Inns and Public Houses of Redbourn, by Ron Such.
The George occupies 35 and 37 High Street. It has a 17th century timber interior and an early
19th century painted brick façade. In 1621, there was a reference to the hospice called the
George. Two tenements were made from part of the George in 1689, to be reunited with the
inn about 1796.
There is a plan dated 1826 showing extensive stables behind the inn. In 1839, it was known
as the George and Dragon and in 1859, part of the inn was separated off as cottages again.
In the 1871 census, the inn was shown as the Thorley Arms but by 1878 it had reverted to the
George. The licensee at this time also operated a blacksmiths forge in the old coach-house
of the inn.
The inn was named the George long before the Hanoverian kings appeared in England and
the name probably referred to the sign of St. George, particularly as it was mentioned as a
hospice. It is interesting that it was called the George and Dragon in the 19 th century. The
present sign does not appear to show any particular King George. Today, a bakery occupies
part of the building.
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Subscriptions
I have a list of un-renewed subscriptions, some of those listed are long term loyal supporters.
If you are not sure if you have paid your subscription(s) for the year, please let me know and I
can check for you. We don’t want to lose anyone. I’ll leave it a little longer and then send out
a gentle reminder with an apology if you didn’t wish to renew this year anyway.

Drama Opposite The Museum
There was a bit of drama while the
gardening team were hard at work at
the museum. A bus heading towards
Hemel Hempstead took the wrong
‘fork’ at the traffic island but still
thought he could get round ending up
being grounded with two wheels up in
the air. Our local recovery firm came to
the rescue about four hours later.

Redbourn In Steam Makes A Spectacular Return
After an absence of three years, on Saturday 28th May we had our 18th steam day which
was probably our most successful steam day ever with 186 adults and 86 children coming
through our gates. The admissions team had a job keeping up with the numbers so this is
probably a slightly low estimate. We had a lot of toddlers and dogs at the event but these
were not counted!
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More photos on Page 8...

More Photos From The Steam Day

Early arrivals

Great display of models this year

Lots of visitors

“You mean, I CAN press this?” Great!

Popular model stand

Mid-afternoon queue

We thank Sandy Ross and his friends for bringing their steam engines - large and small - to
the museum and also thank the St. Albans Model Engineering Society for displaying their
fantastic models and also providing train rides for young and old alike. We also need to thank
Tring Brewery for supplying their excellent beer for our exhibitors.
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Return Of The Museum’s Annual Coach Outing!
COVENTRY - Tuesday August 2nd

Coventry, where splendid medieval history meets modern architecture
to stunning and poignant effect.

We are currently finalising details of the day with our blue badge guide, Roger Bailey. He will
lead us on a coach and walking tour to include the old and new cathedrals and medieval
Spon Street with its Weaver’s House. We hope to visit the newly restored St. Mary’s Guildhall
and also possibly the watch museum if ‘time’ allows.
If anyone wishes to visit the excellent transport museum, this can be done separately instead
of part of the tours perhaps. On a previous visit the transport museum had free entry but this
has now risen significantly to £15.50 (Adults) and £11.50 (Seniors) so we felt we couldn’t
include this in the price of the coach outing.
If you are interested, and would like further details (if we have any) and a booking form with
cost estimated at £35 for members Please contact:
John & Pauline Ridgwell Tel: (01582) 626055 Email: John.Pauline@ntlworld.com
after 21st June, please.
We will be in the hands of our guide on arrival so we may not be able to give you very much
detail of the ‘Mystery Tour’ but, rest assured, it will be a good day!
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We gratefully acknowledge the
generous support received from the following:
Redbourn Parish Council

Redbourn Village Museum
Silk Mill House
The Common
Redbourn, Herts. AL3 7NB

Ashtons Estate Agents

Museum Location:
oasis.royal.shared

Austin Trueman Associates
Patron: Sir Simon Bowes Lyon

Aylett Nurseries

Museum open February to November
Saturday & Sunday 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Changing Views

Last admission 4:30pm

Ergowealth

Tel: 01582 793397
Email: redbournmuseum@gmail.com

Halsey (Builders) Ltd

Visit us on the web at:
www.redbournmuseum.org

Hertfordshire County Show

Museum Trustees:
John Ridgwell:
Roy Woods:
VACANCY:
Diane Whiskin:
Susan Aldridge:

Chairman
Deputy Chairman
Secretary
Curator
Assistant Curator
Procurement Officer
Sandra Langstone: Treasurer
Colin O’Donovan: Parish Council Liaison
James Millers:
Local & Family Historian
David Forbes:
Legal Advisor
Linda Owen:
Design & Marketing
Pauline Ridgwell: Minutes Secretary
Events Committee Chair
John Ridgwell:
Membership Secretary
Newsletter Editor

J.G. Bryson (Printer)
R.S. Harding Ltd
Redbournbury Mill
Redbourn Electrical Contractors
Redbourn Porsche Owners Club
The Cricketers Public House

Email: John-R@ntlworld.com
Tel: (01582) 626055

The Holly Bush Public House
The Miller Group of Companies
Tring Brewery
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