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Non-Affordable Supercars & Affordable Art
Subscriptions

On Saturday 4th September we were delighted to be a part of
“Redbourn Classics” and host some supercars in the museum
grounds. The owners of the cars gave generous donations to
the museum as did the Redbourn Porsche Owners Club who
were parked on the common opposite the museum. The
Porsche owners have since given a further donation to the
museum which is much appreciated. On Saturday 4th and
Sunday 5th September, two local artists held an affordable art
fair in the museum grounds and were blessed with good
weather on both days. The artists have also kindly given a
very generous donation from heir sales to the museum’s
funds. We hope to be a part of Redbourn Classics next year
and are planning another affordable art fair in the future.
Email: redbournmuseum@gmail.com

These will be due
on April 1st 2022
and details of
subscription rates
and methods of
payment will
appear (as if by
magic) in the next
newsletter due out
in March.

We hope you have
appreciated your
‘free’ year and that
you will renew
your membership
for 2022/2023.
Many thanks

Website: www.redbournmuseum.org

Museum Registration No: 2106 Company Registration No: 03652790 Charity No: 1072828

Killers Hiding Behind The Portico

Here they are! The middle one was about 7 inches across.

They’re “Brown roll-rim” toadstools (Paxillus involutus) also known as Poison pax, Common
roll-rim, Inrolled pax, or my favourite: Naked brimcap.
They’re a bit deadly and can cause haemolytic anaemia which is large scale destruction of
red blood cells. In 1940 the distinguished German mycologist Julius Schaffer ate these
toadstools and was unique in being the only professional mycologist in history to have died by
mushroom poisoning.
After we discovered them, we quickly disposed of them before our weekend visitors arrived.

Much Nicer Portico Visitors
On Thursday 14th October we opened the museum for a visit by
the residents of Woollams almshouses on North Common.
Some of the visitors are pictured here.
They came to see our exhibition staged to commemorate the
75th anniversary of the almshouse association.
Despite the exhibition being in our upstairs gallery, all the visitors
were more than agile enough to manage our rather steep stairs.

We were blessed with fine weather so everyone was able to
enjoy looking around the gardens and our outdoor exhibits.
The visit was ended with morning coffee at our neighbours,
The Cricketers P.H.
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Donating To The Museum
We’re constantly trying to come up with new fundraising initiatives for the museum’s funds.
You may be interested in where we are right now?
Our Parish Council: We receive a generous annual grant from Redbourn Parish Council to
help with our running costs. In addition, they maintain the fabric of the museum building for us
carrying out repairs and improvements on a regular basis.

Donations Boxes: There are Perspex donations boxes and a wooden barrel for visitor’s kind
contributions by cash or cheque.
Donations by Text: Visitors can now text MUSEUM followed by their donation amount to
70450. For example, MUSEUM5 to donate £5. They then receive a text message asking if
they wish to add Gift Aid to their donation. Clever.
Amazon: By switching from amazon.co.uk to smile.amazon.co.uk and selecting Redbourn
Village Historical & Museum Group Ltd as your chosen charity, Amazon donate a percentage
of your spend to the museum. It’s as easy as that.

Inkjet Cartridges: We receive a donation for all eligible inkjet cartridges we send in to
Recycle4Charity for recycling. Cartridges can be left in the post box on the museum gate
post, or left with the stewards when the museum is open. There’s also a collection box in the
link corridor to St. Mary’s Church transept, by kind permission of Rev. Will Gibbs.
Friends of the Museum: Membership forms are available at the reception desk for anyone
wishing to become one of our valued Friends of the Museum. Please encourage your friends
and family to join us.
Business Friends of the Museum: We have 18 Business Friends of the Museum. Some are
complimentary members as they supply goods or services to the museum whilst the others
pay a yearly subscription. If you know of any businesses who might like to become a new
Business Friend, please ask them to contact redbournmuseum@gmail.com
Events at the Museum: Before COVID restrictions we had regular events in the museum
grounds including our annual Redbourn in steam and Model engineering displays, Art fairs,
Dance events, Afternoon teas, Children’s pottery classes and many more over our 21 years.
Annual outings: These are very popular and we always aim to make a very modest profit
without pricing the tickets too high. Sometimes a difficult balancing act with coach hire being
so expensive, and we never know how many tickets we will sell.
Gift Aid: We claim Gift Aid on all our donations which increases their value to us by 25%. It’s
a bit of a chore filling in the claim form but it’s worth it in the end. Last year I suffered from
“Gift Aid Finger” after doing all the typing on the computer!
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Thank you for continuing to send in your inkjet cartridges for recycling.
Our total raised so far is £311.35 with the latest box which was sent in
raising £38.85. Cartridges can be left in the post box on the museum’s
gate post or handed in to the volunteers on duty at the weekends.
Naturally, we can also receive cartridges sent to us by post.

*Next Museum Event*
“A CITY STEEPED IN HISTORY”
SATURDAY 4TH DECEMBER 2.30 PM
ST MARY’S TRANSEPT
Activities continue when the museum closes and next is this illustrated
talk by St Albans Guide, Lexi Barbakoff, who will take us through two
thousand years of St Albans history from the warrior Queen Boudicca,
Wars of the Roses, revolting peasants to the man behind the Ryder
Cup (It’s a shame that we lost this year!).
St Albans has played host to many of the country’s key historical
people and events. The city is an archaeological treasure house full of
amazing discoveries in unexpected corners.
The monastic market town founded around the shrine of Britain’s first
saint, Alban, has many stories to tell.
Tickets £10 (£8 Museum Friends)
includes mulled wine (or soft drink alternative) and mince pies
Advance bookings on redbournmuseum@gmail.com
or Tel. 01582 626055
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Maintenance

Trustee Pauline Ridgwell, with help from museum supporter Annie Manning, has sanded
down and repainted our large picnic bench and our equally large park bench.
We acknowledge a kind donation from Ivor Whitton which has covered the cost of the paint
used. Ivor has made regular generous donations in the past so it was nice to put this donation
towards this specific project.

Redbourn in Steam 2022 - Saturday 28th May(?)

We are hoping that Redbourn in Steam will be back on our list of events for 2022.
The provisional date is Saturday 28th May but this will be confirmed (or not!) in future
newsletters, on our website www.redbournmuseum.org and on our Facebook page.
We’ve all got our fingers crossed and hope to see you there!
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From Our Cornwall Correspondent
A Scilly Story
Can I take you back to 1952?
A prefabricated building was erected as a nursery at the top end of Fish Street, adjacent to
the memorial. In the evening it was opened as a youth club. Back then, the A5 ran through
the High Street and could be dangerous. At the club, I met up with a young lady (amongst
others) named Stephanie Rus. The Rus family had arrived in the village from Holland at the
outbreak of WW2. I used to walk Steph home to Cavan Road – but only after her father had
checked me out that I was a Grammar School boy.
Soon after, I went off to my apprenticeship at Vauxhall, Luton and Steph to nurse training at
the L&D. No M1 in those days so Steph had a journey all through the lanes. I never saw my
friend for nearly 60 years, although I learned later that she was at Geoff Webb’s 2000 “get
together” as I was, but so many old faces, I missed her.
After I retired, I began to investigate my family genealogy and whilst perusing the internet,
suddenly saw the name Rus, under her married name of Horton. But even more surprising,
she lived only 20 miles from my home. I dropped them a Christmas card and whilst visiting a
friend near Penzance, I paid them a visit unannounced.
I knocked on the door. Steph opened it, just stared at me for at least 20 seconds and then
said “Alan Waller”, her eyes smiling and gave me a big hug. Over tea she gave me a
synopsis of her life. After training at Luton, she applied for a position in S.W. Council which
also covered the Scilly Isles. She covered maternity as well and for 30 years had delivered
just about every baby born there, hence the abundance of Stephanies and Stephens. Her
son owns and runs the inter-isle boat company on the Scillies which keeps the isles
connected.
I stayed in touch for the next 5 years or so. Unfortunately, this story does not have a happy
ending. Having not heard from them for a while, I rang them only to be told that Steph had
passed away with Dementia. Since then, I have travelled to her resting place at Christmas
with a wreath from all her friends in Redbourn.
Dr. Alan Waller

More reminiscences of Redbourn would be welcomed by the editor for future newsletters.

6

Not Nickey Line, or Redbourn - But Local
Here’s a few more of Roger May’s photos which I thought might be of interest.

London Road Station, St. Albans (L.N.E.R.)

Smallford Station, St. Albans (L.N.E.R.)

St. Albans Abbey Signal Box (L.N.E.R/L.M.S.)

St. Albans City Sheds (L.M.S.)

Mistress of Gorhambury…..
A new book about Lady Anne Bacon has recently been published by the
St Albans Archaeological and Architectural Society. Anne was married
to Sir Nicholas Bacon and mistress of Gorhambury from 1561 to 1610.
Deborah Spring describes the life of a formidable woman and her place
in 16th Century Tudor England.

Redbourn features in the book and copies will be available to purchase
at the talk on St. Albans on December 4th in St. Mary’s Transept.
Price £6.50.
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‘what three words’ is a smartphone location
app which is being used in 193 countries
around the world, increasingly by the
emergency services

Street addresses weren’t designed for 2021. They aren’t accurate enough to specify precise
locations, such as building entrances, and don’t exist for parks and many rural areas.
This makes it hard to find places and prevents people from describing exactly where help is
needed in an emergency.
The 193 countries have been divided up into three metre squares and each square has its
own unique three word location.
Download the app to your phone and give it a go. https://what3words.com/
You’re dying to know what the museum’s three words are:
oasis.royal.shared will take you directly to the front gate. See you there!

Visit By St. Albans Women’s Institute - 16th November

We had a lovely sunny morning for this visit but it was quite cold for the introductory talk in the
garden about the history of the silk mill, Brooke Bond and the portico.

It was nice to retreat to the warmth of the museum for the actual visit. Pauline Ridgwell gave
an overview of each of the downstairs rooms and left the group to have a browse around the
exhibits. We then went upstairs to The Skillman Gallery where everyone was fascinated by
Mr. Heather’s films. Again, a very generous donation was made to the museum’s funds.
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Fever at Redbourn
Sir, The Parish of Redbourn is a nest of agricultural labourers; many of the labourers, whether
occasionally or permanently, employed in neighbouring parishes, residing in Redbourn.
The number of labourers cottages, with the names of the owners are as follows……. showing
a total of 382 cottages rated in the parish books at £5 and under. Fifty four of the residents in
these cottages and in the receipt of out-door parish relief.
Typhus fever is very well known to be evidence of insufficient nourishment; and the marvel to
me is how the general health of the inhabitants of the parish is so good as it is considering the
straightened circumstances under which many of them live.
At the last meeting of the Board of Guardians I was able to state that in five of the houses in
which the fever has appeared the infection was brought from a distance i.e. in the case of
Gravestock and Hopcraft the illness was brought into the house by a relative from London;
and in the case of Axtell, Hyde and Baldwin by the woman Axtell, who has died, having been
to nurse her daughter’s children at Hemel Hempstead, who were ill with the fever, and it now
appears that in the sixth case viz. that of Penney, that she was nursing Mrs Axtell for a
fortnight, and that after her return to her own cottage her child has been attacked with the
fever. But it may be said “You have mistaken the disease; it is not typhus but typhoid fever
that you have got at Redbourn; look at the filthy state of the cottages is it a matter of surprise
that fever is present in them? Typhoid fever is not contagious in the ordinary sense, and its
breaking out in so many different houses is undoubted evidence in the presence of some
mischief which ought to be removed.” The fact of the fever having been carried from house to
house by individuals moving from one part of the country to another, or from one part of the
parish to a house at a quarter of a mile distance, as in the case of the present instance,
would seem to point to the inference that the fever in Redbourn at the present time is
infectious in the ordinary acceptance of the term and that the term typhus would be properly
applicable to it.
That a system of sewage – as sewers are ordinarily constructed - would be a means of
removing typhoid fever from the parish is the greatest delusion which it is possible to imagine.
The evidence of the medical officer for the city of Edinburgh is conclusive on the point. He
says, “that typhoid fever has invariably made its appearance within six to nine months after
the introduction of water-closets in the workmen’s houses and that the disease has shown
itself to be a malignant type, never before known in those dwellings.”
In the lower parts of Redbourn in the wintertime the natural level of the water is but a few
inches below the surface, a circumstance which would prevent drains from being of any use
during a considerable portion of the year, in fact they would, and must, be the greatest
possible curse. What we want in Redbourn is a system of scavenging by the parish authority,
a system which is found to answer well in many places; a system which would nearly, if not
quite, pay its own expenses
Yours obediently
W T WHITE
Cumberland House, Redbourn, March 6 (No year given)

(Thanks to Diane Whiskin for transcribing this letter unearthed from the museum’s archives)
Please see the following page for a degree of clarification...
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Fever at Redbourn - Notes
Typhus and Typhoid – an explanation!
For those that are not familiar with these diseases (which probably includes most of us since
they are now a rarity in this part of the world) here is some information which may help to
follow the point that W T White was making in his letter, Fever at Redbourn. These are
different diseases with similar symptoms but were not recognised as such until the 1800s.
The name Typhoid means “resembling Typhus”.
Typhus is an infectious disease caused in Europe by the bacterium Rickettsia
prowazekii spread by body lice. Other organisms may cause Typhus in different parts of
the world. It is associated with poor sanitation and crowding, conditions which encourage lice
and from the account of W T White, conditions found in Redbourn in his time.
Typhoid is caused by the bacterium Salmonella enterica Typhi and like other salmonella
outbreaks that we are familiar with, is common where there is unclean water and poor
sanitation. Typhoid is spread by eating or drinking food or water contaminated with faeces
from an infected person. Consequently, the “woman Axtell” who had been nursing her sick
relatives may indeed have caught typhoid and subsequently died if she was not meticulous in
washing her hands in clean water in the days before hand sanitizer!

Correction from previous issue No: 134
Our eagle-eyed Trustee, Jimmy Millers spotted my deliberate mistake in the article on The
Bull in the last newsletter in which I wrote:
One notorious innkeeper at the Bull was Nathaniel Bent, who in 1797 was in trouble for
putting carts in the highway and was also fined for “keeping dogs accustomed to bite, which
affrighted Mrs Anne Halsey”. He died in 1749 from diabetes due to “tippling punch and
sixpenny stale strong beer”.
Nathaniel was actually in trouble in 1737, before he died in 1749 rather than after!
Apologies for this error and thank you to Jimmy for pointing it out.
Nickey Line - More information following the item in previous issue No: 134
Another thank you to Jimmy Millers and also to Graham Lawrence who both identified the railway
picture as Hemel Hempstead station on the Nickey Line.
It’s strange (I’m strange?), although I never saw it myself, as a boy, I imagined the line curving away
from the station in the opposite direction. To me, it looks like the picture has been ‘flipped’ and looks
reversed. Having since found the picture in a book about the Nickey Line by James & Hedley Cannon
I stand corrected. It says the photo is from 1949. (That doesn’t mean it hasn’t been flipped!)
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The St. Amphibalus Way leading to his Shrine
Following the River Ver, this beautiful 5.5 mile route from Redbourn to St. Albans traces
St. Amphibalus’ journey from his resting place back to the shrine built in his honour.
Copies of a leaflet detailing the walk are now available at the museum.

At the time of writing for the Spring 2020 newsletter, the restoration
work on the Amphibalus shrine was delayed due to Covid 19 but the
project has now been completed and the result is rather wonderful.
The shrine has a new location in the Abbey’s Chapel of Our Lady of
the Four Tapers, at the east end of the south aisle. The chapel’s east
window has a stained-glass panel showing Alban, dressed as a
Roman citizen and Amphibalus dressed as a cleric and kneeling in
prayer. The dimensions of the shrine pedestal were found to fit well
in the chapel, with access on all four sides and the floor was checked
to ensure that it could support the 5.5 ton structure.
In January this year, the hoardings were removed, and the restored
shrine was revealed. There was a service of blessing led by former
Dean, Rev. Jeffrey John on 7th February, seen by video link as we were still under Covid
restrictions. The masons involved in the restoration have added several new heads in the
layer below the top parapet, one of which is shown wearing a face mask - their social
commentary on restrictions during the pandemic.
Continued on next page...
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In the Middle Ages, the canopy on the top of the shrine would traditionally have housed the
bones of the saint and have been highly decorated. There is no first-order relic of
Amphibalus, but some time ago, the Cathedral was given a relic, said to be part of the cloak
given by Alban to Amphibalus. This has been discreetly incorporated within the needlework
of the canopy stitched by The Royal School of Needlework (RSN). The shrine is covered
with a royal blue silk canopy, denoting the high status of St. Amphibalus but less richly
decorated than that of St. Alban. Instead, the RSN created an elegant and striking design
using simple fabrics and threads. The canopy is a beautiful addition to the shrine, made to
the highest standards. It is a fitting tribute to the man said to have converted Britain’s first
saint to Christianity.
Finally, a series of 4 narrative icons, telling the story of St. Amphibalus, was commissioned.
These are place in the neo-gothic niches approaching the shrine. They depict Amphibalus
teaching Alban about the life of Christ; the exchange of cloaks and Alban receiving the
Cross; Amphibalus baptising new Christians and the martyrdom of Amphibalus at
Redbourn.
If you have not visited the Cathedral recently, you will find much to interest you in the new
Welcome Centre and Redbourn’s important link with St. Amphibalus.
Pauline Ridgwell
Ref. J. Low and A. Herbert, St. Amphibalus and his Shrine, published by The Friends of St. Albans Cathedral.
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Another Happy Group Of Visitors To The Museum

This lovely group of ladies were from the Hemel Hempstead U3A and they spent an hour and
a half with us before visiting The Cricketers for lunch. They gave us a very generous donation.

More Volunteers Please
I know we’re always asking for more volunteers but we are currently very short of voluntary
stewards. Would you be willing to come forward to help? We are looking for people to meet and
greet our visitors at the reception desk, ask them to sign the visitors book and then hand them
our ‘guide to the museum’. There are always two stewards on duty and you would only be
asked to volunteer less than once a month on a weekend afternoon convenient to you.
To discuss this further, please contact our Volunteer Coordinator, Pauline Allcroft:
Tel: (01582) 793355 Email: pauline.allcroft@gmail.com
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Thank you

We gratefully acknowledge the
generous support received from the following:

Contact Us
Redbourn Village Museum
Silk Mill House
The Common
Redbourn
Herts. AL3 7NB

Redbourn Parish Council
Ashtons Estate Agents
Austin Trueman Associates

Patron: Sir Simon Bowes Lyon

Aylett Nurseries

Museum open February to November
Saturday & Sunday 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm

Changing Views

Last admission 4:30pm
Tel: 01582 793397

Ergowealth

Email: redbournmuseum@gmail.com
Visit us on the web at:

Halsey (Builders) Ltd

www.redbournmuseum.org

Hertfordshire County Show

Museum Trustees:

John Ridgwell:
Chairman
Roy Woods:
Deputy Chairman
Pauline Allcroft:
Secretary
Maria Maynard:
Curator
Diane Whiskin:
Assistant Curator
Sandra Langstone: Treasurer
Colin O’Donovan: Parish Council Liaison
Alan Lindfield:
Exhibits Display Advisor
James Millers:
Local & Family Historian
Susan Aldridge:
Procurement Officer
David Forbes:
Legal Advisor
Linda Owen:
Design & Marketing
Pauline Ridgwell: Minutes Secretary
Events Committee Chair

J.G. Bryson (Printer)
Phillips Funeral Services
R.S. Harding Ltd
Redbournbury Mill
Redbourn Electrical Contractors

John Ridgwell:

Membership Secretary
Newsletter Editor
Email: John-R@ntlworld.com
Tel: (01582) 626055

Redbourn Porsche Owners Club
The Cricketers Public House
The Holly Bush Public House
The Miller Group of Companies
Tring Brewery
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